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ABOUT 
THIS ISSUE

Once again we hope you enjoy this issue. 
Please remember that the Magazine is 

willing to pay you for your stories. We also 
encourage you to send in a short or long 
article with photographs if possible. The 
articles can be about but not limited to, 
collision scenes, crime scenes, awards, 

charity events, vacations, things you collect 
and detachment or district functions.

Email your stories to 

jenniferbridges.wspta@gmail.com

Please put, ‘trooper magazine’ in the subject 
line, with your name and badge number.
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A Message From Your President

Spike Unruh

Greetings everyone,

I am glad to have 2020 behind us. Unfortunately, there was no magic reset 
button to return us to “normal” life, and it still looks like the journey 

towards returning to normal will be long.
Washington State is in currently in legislative session, and we have 

seen a swarm of law enforcement bills that are genuinely concerning. The 
Washington State Troopers Association has been working hard to educate 
legislators on department policies and procedures, the job we perform, 
and the effects of proposed legislation on our members and the citizens we 
serve. Several bills mirror department policies we already have in place. 
However, other bills will have serious repercussions affecting the safety of 
law enforcement officers and the citizens we serve and protect. We have even 
seen bills proposed in committee that will not pass constitutional muster. 
Unfortunately, this will be a battle for law enforcement that will not be over 
anytime soon.

With over 800,000 officers in the United States, no one will argue that 
there are not some bad officers, but the vast majority of the Peace Officers 
and Troopers that I have had the honor to work with are great officers. Right 
now, Law Enforcement is being scrutinized and attacked from all angles. 
These include being targeted during riots, being assaulted and murdered 
across the nation. Governors, legislators, mayors and council have turned 
their backs, and some have blamed law enforcement for simply enforcing 
the laws and policies that they have enacted. We are the face of government, 
and it has been too easy for some of those who govern to join in the finger 
pointing at law enforcement while hiding from their own missteps. I will 
be the first to agree that any agency can improve and strive for perfection, 
whether it is through more transparency, accountability, training or better 
equipment. We are actively working with the legislature to identify positive 
changes that can be made.

I want to thank the citizens across our state for all the letters and emails 
that I have received on behalf of the WSPTA thanking the men and women 
of the WSP for what we do. I want to thank every one of our supporters 
and the sponsors of this magazine and reassure all of you that the men and 
women of the Washington State Patrol are here to protect and serve All 
citizens of Washington. We will continue to strive to be the best and to treat 
the public with compassion.

I also want to take a moment to write about a Trooper Steve Houle #1168. 
Steve was involved in a snow bike incident on February 8th, 2021. While 

continued on 4
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riding in the French Cabin Creek area of Kittitas County, 
Steve and his close friend were hit by an avalanche which 
Steve tragically did not survive. Steve’s entire detachment 
responded to the area and waited there until Steve was 
recovered. His detachment draped an American flag over 
Steve, and a procession took Steve to the funeral home 
where his family and friends could pay their respects.

For those of you who did not know Steve, he was 
a great person and an excellent employee who was loved 
and respected by us all. We hold his memory and his fam-
ily close to our hearts in this painful and sad time. Steve 
served for over 28 years with the Commercial Vehicle 
Division, all in Kittitas County.

I had the honor and privilege of knowing, working, 
and training with Steve. I cannot say enough positive 
things about Steve. He always had a smile on his face 
and a great sense of humor. Steve was an example of 
what Troopers strive for in service to the citizens of 

Washington. Steve had such a huge impact on us all, 
and my heart still hurts.

Details of the incident will be handled by Kittitas 
County Sheriff’s Office. We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to all who were involved in helping Steve, including the 
Kittitas County Sheriff’s office and members of Kittitas 
County Search and Rescue.

Police 1 has also posted the loss of Steve on 
their website.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Laurie, the 
rest of the family, his friends, immediate coworkers, and 
the rest of us as we all process the loss of a wonderful 
father, husband, friend and member of our WSP family.

Steve, you will be greatly missed.

Spike Unruh 
President WSPTA n



Political Contribution Withholding Authorization
No employer or other person may withhold a portion of a Washington State resident’s 
earnings (or that of a nonresident whose primary place of work is in Washington) in 
order to make contributions to a political committee that must report to the Public 
Disclosure Commission or to a candidate for state or local office without written 
permission from that individual.

Completion of this form entitles the entity specified to make such a withholding. 
This authorization form remains in effect until revoked in writing by the employee.

I,  , authorize the Washington
 First Name Middle Initial Last Name

State Patrol Troopers Association to withhold $15.00 per month from my current 
membership dues in order to make contributions to the Washington State Patrol 
Troopers Association Political Action Committee for the purpose of making political 
contributions.

Signature:     Date:  / / 

According to state law, no employer or labor organization may discriminate against 
an officer or employee in the terms or conditions of employment for (a) the failure 
to contribute to, (b) the failure in any way to support or oppose, or (c) in any way 
supporting or opposing a candidate, ballot proposition, political party or political 
committee.

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL TROOPERS ASSOCIATION 
200 Union Avenue, Suite 200, Olympia, WA 98501
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A Message From Your Chief

John R. Batiste

R ecently, after further investigation and review, Trooper Renee Padgett’s 2018 
passing was officially recognized as a Line of Duty Death. This decision 

will enable us to make sure she receives the tributes and honors deserved, and 
that her family is supported in a manner befitting her sacrifice. Her memory 
will be entered into the official history of our organization along with the 
other 30 brave men and women who have paid the ultimate sacrifice, having 
served our state, agency and profession with distinction.

Renee’s name will be formally dedicated in the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial in Washington, DC on May 13, 2021, at the 33rd Annual 
Candlelight Vigil, during National Police Week. The Behind the Badge 
Foundation is engraving her name to the Washington State Law Enforcement 
Memorial in Olympia, and her name will also be added to our WSP Memorial 
at the Academy in Shelton. Renee’s name has already been added to the Fallen 
Heroes section of the WSP website and our centennial commemorations.

The Washington State Patrol Memorial Foundation will be escorting her 
wife, Marcella to each of the three commemorations — in Olympia, Shelton, 
and in Washington DC. In addition, the Behind the Badge Foundation will be 
honoring Renee in both their live and virtual presentations throughout this 
year’s commemorations.

This year, National Police Week begins on Sunday, May 9th, and ends 
Saturday, May 15th. Pandemic restrictions are still in place, but we are hope-
ful we will have the opportunity to offer appropriate and customary honors.

Renee passed away on September 4, 2018, following a long and courageous 
battle with cancer. At the request of her family and with the full support of 
the Washington State Patrol, an extensive review of her service history was 
conducted. Careful forensic review determined the cause of her cancer was 
exposure to highly toxic chemicals as a result of an extensive agency investiga-
tion into illegal auto wrecking years earlier.

Renee served the Washington State Patrol and the citizens of Washington 
State for 27 years. She is survived by her wife, Marcella Egan, her children 
Gedeon Rene Padgett Lagasse and Olivia Rochelle Padgett Lagasse, and her 
sisters Nicole A. Cook of Kennewick, Washington and Jaclyn L. Padgett of 
Boise, Idaho. Renee’s family is our family and we will continue to support them.

The courage with which Renee faced her illness inspired us and will for-
ever remain a memory. The announcement regarding the reclassification of 
her cause of death status has been widely covered by both local and national 
media, leading to renewed attention to the issue of environmental hazards in 
the workplace. That additional attention will support the continuing efforts 
for clean-up and hazards mitigation and be part of improving public safety – 
perhaps the most fitting tribute to the life and sacrifice of Renee.

We will continue to honor our friend and trooper by facing each day with 
caution, care, and with Renee Padgett-like courage. n
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A Report From Your Lobbyist

Davor Gjurasic

continued on 13

2021 Virtual Legislative Session Update 
Davor Gjurasic, Lobbyist, WSPTA

D ue to COVID-19 the 2021 Legislative Session is being conducted totally 
virtually. Only a handful of legislators and staff are allowed on the 

legislative campus to facilitate the daily operations of the House and Senate. 
All other members and staff are participating from home. The general public 
and lobbyists are not allowed on campus either.

This has caused some interesting dynamics in all virtual public hearings 
and member meetings. The number of bills introduced has been cut back 
significantly, and I predict that there will be quite a bit fewer bills in the end 
that will make it all the way through the process.

The ability of both legislators and lobbyists, hoping to influence the out-
comes of legislation, to meet face-to-face is being greatly hampered and is 
leading to limited input from all. As I write this article on the 41st day of 
the 105-day session, zoom fatigue has set in among all involved.

That being said, the 2021 session has seen more policy bills dealing with 
policing reform than ever before. If passed, these bills will change the way 
law enforcement conducts itself for years to come.

To better engage legislators on these numerous policing policy bills, the 
WSPTA has formed a law enforcement coalition including several groups 
that represent peace officers: Teamsters, Federation of State Employees, 
and WACOPS, to name a few. To date we have had incremental success in 
amending some of the bills we have concerns with as well as in supporting 
ones which will have a positive impact on peace officers.

Bills with which we currently have the most concerns:

SHB1054 Establishing requirements for tactics 
and equipment used by peace officers.

Prohibits peace officers from using chokeholds and neck 
restraints.

Prohibits peace officers from using police dogs to arrest or 
apprehend persons.

Prohibits law enforcement agencies from acquiring or using tear 
gas and certain types of military equipment.
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A RepoRt FRom YouR LobbYist – continued

Requires law enforcement agencies to adopt 
policies and procedures to ensure that 
uniformed peace officers are reasonably 
identifiable.

Establishes restrictions on vehicular pursuits 
and firing upon moving vehicles.

Prohibits a peace officer from seeking, and a 
court from issuing, a search or arrest warrant 
granting an express exception to the “knock 
and announce” rule.

SHB1202 Addressing meaningful civil 
remedies for persons injured as a result of 
police misconduct, including by allowing 
for an award of attorney fees in addition to 
damages and injunctive and declaratory relief.

Provides a cause of action for a person injured 
in person or property by a peace officer acting 
under color of authority if the officer engaged 
in specifically listed conduct and requires 
an award of actual damages and costs and 
attorneys’ fees to a prevailing plaintiff.

Authorizes the Attorney General to investigate 
employers and peace officers engaging in a 
pattern or practice of conduct in violation of the 
act and to bring a civil action against a peace 
officer or employer to restrain and prevent the 
peace officer or employer from engaging in the 
pattern or practice of conduct.

SHB1267 Concerning investigation of 
potential criminal conduct arising from police 
use of force, including custodial injuries, 
and other officer-involved incidents.

Establishes the Office of Independent 
Investigations within the Office of the Governor 
for the purpose of investigating deadly force 
incidents involving peace officers.

SHB1310 Concerning permissible uses of force 
by law enforcement and correctional officers.

Establishes a standard for use of physical force 
by peace officers.

SSB5051 Concerning state oversight 
and accountability of peace officers 
and corrections officers.

Modifies the priorities and composition of the 
Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC).

Expands the background investigation 
requirements for persons applying for peace 
officer, reserve officer, and corrections officer 
positions.

Expands the conduct for which the certification 
of a peace officer or a corrections officer may 
be revoked.

Requires employing agencies to report all 
separation and disciplinary matters regarding a 
certified officer to the CJTC.

Removes confidentiality of complaints, 
investigations, and disciplinary actions for 
certified officers and requires information be 
maintained on a publicly searchable database.

Bills that we support:

SHB1089 Concerning compliance audits 
of requirements relating to peace officers 
and law enforcement agencies.

Authorizes the State Auditor to review a deadly 
force investigation to determine whether the 
involved actors complied with all applicable 
rules and procedures.

Authorizes the State Auditor, upon the request 
of the Criminal Justice Training Commission, 
to review a law enforcement agency to 
ensure compliance with all applicable rules 
and procedures governing the training and 
certification of the agency’s peace officers.

continued on 15
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A RepoRt FRom YouR LobbYist – continued

SHB1092 Concerning law 
enforcement data collection.

Requires the Washington State University 
(WSU) to establish a program to collect, report, 
and publish information on law enforcement’s 
use of force and other interactions with and 
incidents involving the public.

Requires all general and limited authority 
law enforcement agencies to participate in the 
program by collecting and reporting certain 
information to the WSU.

2SSB5066 Concerning a peace 
officer’s duty to intervene.

Requires a peace officer to intervene when the 
officer witnesses a fellow peace officer engaging 
in the use of excessive force.

Requires a peace officer who observes 
wrongdoing by a fellow officer to report the 
wrongdoing to the officer’s supervisor.

Requires law enforcement agencies to adopt 
written policies on the duty to intervene and 
ensure that all law enforcement officers obtain 
training on the policy through the Criminal 
Justice Training Commission.

SSB5259 Concerning law 
enforcement data collection.

Requires the Attorney General’s Office establish 
an advisory group to make recommendations 
for implementation of a program for statewide 
data collection, reporting, and publication of 
use of force data.

Directs the advisory board to conduct a 
competitive bid process to select a university to 
design, develop, and manage the data collection 
program.

Requires that no later than July 1, 2022, all law 
enforcement agencies must report all instances 
of the use of force to the university on a 
quarterly basis.

The following is a list of all the law enforcement 
bills with which we are engaged:

continued on 17

Law Enforcement Policy Bills
Bill Details Status Sponsor Priority Position

sHb 1054 peace officer tactics, equip H 2nd Reading Johnson High Oppose
 Establishing requirements for tactics and equipment used by peace officers.

Hb 1082 (inactive) (2ssb 5051) peace & corrections officers H Public Safety Goodman High Oppose
 Concerning state oversight and accountability of peace officers and corrections officers.

sHb 1088 (sb 5067) impeachment disclosures S Law & Justice Lovick  Neutral
 Concerning potential impeachment disclosures.

e2sHb 1089 (sb 5069) Law enforcement audits S Law & Justice Ramos  Support
 Concerning compliance audits of requirements relating to peace officers and law enforcement agencies.

2sHb 1092 (ssb 5259) Law enforcement data H Rules R Lovick  Support
 Concerning law enforcement data collection.

sHb 1202 police misconduct/civil rem. H Exec Action Thai High Oppose
 Addressing meaningful civil remedies for persons injured as a result of police misconduct, including by 

allowing for an award of attorney fees in addition to damages and injunctive and declaratory relief.

sHb 1203 Community oversight boards H Exec Action Johnson Neutral
 Concerning community oversight boards.
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A RepoRt FRom YouR LobbYist – continued

Hb 1262 officer background checks H 2nd Reading Klippert  Neutral
 Concerning background investigations of peace officers, reserve officers, and corrections officers.

sHb 1267 police use of force H Approps Entenman High Oppose
 Concerning investigation of potential criminal conduct arising from police use of force, 

including custodial injuries, and other officer-involved incidents.

sHb 1310 uses of force by officers H Approps Johnson High Oppose
 Concerning permissible uses of force by law enforcement and correctional officers.

Hb 1507 (inactive) indep. prosecutions/police H Public Safety Entenman  Oppose
 Establishing a mechanism for independent prosecutions of criminal conduct arising from police use of force.

2ssb 5051 (Hb 1082) peace & corrections officers S Rules 2 Pedersen High Oppose
 Concerning state oversight and accountability of peace officers and corrections officers.

ssb 5055 Law enforcement grievances S Passed 3rd Nguyen  Neutral
 Concerning law enforcement personnel collective bargaining.

ssb 5066 officer duty to intervene S 2nd Reading Dhingra  Support
 Concerning a peace officer’s duty to intervene.

sb 5067 (sHb 1088) impeachment disclosures S Law & Justice Dhingra  Neutral
 Concerning potential impeachment disclosures.

sb 5069 (inactive) (e2sHb 1089) Law enforcement audits S Law & Justice Dhingra  Support
 Concerning compliance audits of requirements relating to peace officers and law enforcement agencies.

ssb 5089 peace officer hiring & cert. S 2nd Reading Kuderer  Concerns
 Concerning peace officer hiring and certification.

sb 5094 (inactive) Vascular neck restraints S Law & Justice Padden  Support
 Concerning vascular neck restraints.

sb 5134 (inactive) Law enforcement S Labor, Comm & Salomon High Oppose
 Enhancing public trust and confidence in law enforcement and strengthening law enforcement accountability 

for general authority Washington peace officers, excluding department of fish and wildlife officers.

ssb 5259 (2sHb 1092) Law enforcement data S Ways & Means Nobles  Support
 Concerning law enforcement data collection.

sb 5261 (inactive) police data collection S Law & Justice Padden  Support
 Collecting information regarding police use of deadly force, personnel complaints, pursuit incidences, and patrol car crashes.

ssb 5263 personal injury defenses S Rules 2 Frockt
 Concerning defenses in personal injury and wrongful death actions where the person injured or killed was committing a felony.

sb 5310 (inactive) Violence, disorder, looting S Law & Justice Holy
 Combatting violence, disorder, and looting while ensuring protection for law enforcement.

ssb 5353 Law enf community engagement S Ways & Means Conway  Support
 Creating a partnership model that facilitates community engagement with law enforcement.

ssb 5436 Law enf. ombuds/bargaining S Rules 2 Billig  Neutral
 Concerning collective bargaining over the content of reports by ombuds and the selection of ombuds and their staff 

who oversee law enforcement personnel.
continued on 19

Bill Details  Status Sponsor Priority Position
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A RepoRt FRom YouR LobbYist – continued

 
Mental Health Support

Bill Details  Status Sponsor Priority Position

Hb 1000 (inactive) Law enf. mental health H Approps Maycumber  Support
 Expanding mental health support for law enforcement officers.

Hb 1392 (inactive) mobile crisis intervention H Approps Maycumber  Support
 Establishing a pilot project for mobile mental health crisis intervention.

Pension Bills
Bill Details  Status Sponsor Priority Position

sb 5296 Wsp retirement/index def. S 2nd RdConsCal Schoesler High Support
 Modifying the definition of index for the Washington state patrol retirement system.
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Thank You To The Advertisers
Your advertisement in the Washington Trooper Magazine has helped support the following organizations 

whom WSPTA members have been actively involved with over the last two years. Your advertisement 
in the Washington Trooper Magazine also helps support the WSPTA scholarship program. 

Organizations Benefiting From The Advertisers Support
4-H Club Greenacres

90Ten Training Academy
Aberdeen Police Guild

ACS
All American Elite Softball

All Saints Fun Run
Amara Parenting and Adoption Services
American Cancer Society Maple Valley

American Cancer Society Olympia
American Legion Post 181

American Lung Association 
of the Mountain Pacific

Anacortes High School PTSA
Angel Ride for Hospice

Anna Ogden Hall
Behind the Badge Foundation

Bellingham Bash 12u Fast Pitch
Black Hills Youth Baseball

Boy Scouts of America Pack 112
Boys and Girls Club of Thurston County

Camp Beausite Northwest
Cascade Vista Athletic Club
Cheney Baseball Association
Chimacum School District

Clark County Youth Football
Cobra Select Gold

Colfax Schools Foundation
Columbus Basin Football Foundation

Community Presbyterian Church
Cops and Kids

Cops With Cancer
Covington Basketball and 

Wrestling Programs
Covington Parent Network

Crime Stoppers
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America

Cub Scouts of America Pack #432
Ducks Unlimited

Eastmont Athletic Kids Baseball
Ellensburg Christian School
Ellensburg Girls Soccer 04

Enumclaw Football Foundation
Enumclaw Girls Fast Pitch Foundation

Ephrata Wrestling Club
ESD113

Evergreen Football Officials Association
Falcon Boys Booster Club
Fraternal Order of Police
Glenwood Little League

Grant County Livestock 4H
Greenwater Firefighter’s Association

Heritage Football Booster
Heritage Girls Soccer Team

Heritage High School
Honor Flight

INET Christmas “Rest Warrant”
Junior Livestock Show of Spokane

Kentridge Robotics Club, Team 3786
LDS Church/Scout Troop 1862

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
Lucky Horseshoe 4-H Club

Lucky Shoe 4H Club
Lynden Junior Livestock Sale

MADD Washington
Make A Change
Make A Wish

Maple Valley Firefighters Benevolent Fund
Maple Valley Parks & Recreation

Marysville Youth Soccer Club
MBCH/Courage Classic

Meals On Wheels
Meeker Elementary PTA

Michelle Pardue-Chehalis Police Officers
Mount Vernon Public Schools Foundation

Mt. Si Wildcat Booster Club
Mt. Vernon High School Choir Boosters

National MS Society
North Kitsap High School 

Boys Soccer Team
North Kitsap Young Casuals U15 Soccer

Northwest High Intensity Training Center
Northwest Speed

Oasis Community Church of God
Officer Down Memorial Page, INC

Olive Osmond Hearing Fund
Oregon Silver Bullets Softball Team

Pacific FC 00 Orange
Pediatric Brain Tumor Research

Police Unity Tour
Renton Christian School

Ridgefield Spudder Booster Club
River of Life Fellowship

Santa’s Posse
Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum

Seattle’s Union Gospel Mission
Shelton Rugby U-19

Silver Arrow 4H
Skagit DVSAS

South Kitsap Soccer Association
South Sound Baseball

South Sound Baseball Club
Special Olympics

Special Olympics – Polar Plunge
Special Olympics of Washington

Spokane Guilds’ School
Spokane Rifle Club

SPWAA 11U Sluggers
SPWAA 8U Sluggers

Street Outreach
Support Officer Community Care

Susan G. Komen Eastern Washington
SV Thunder Fastpitch

TC United
Team Rampage Youth Sports

Team Scorpion Wrestling
Team Scorpion Wrestling Club

The Champions Foundation
The Community Foundation

The Rescue Train
The Salvation Army

The Spina Bifida Association 
of Washington State

Toutle Lake Softball Boosters
TPFA

Tumwater Soccer Club
Union Gospel Mission

Union Rugby Team
United Way of Lewis County

United Way of Snohomish Country
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THANK YOU TO THE ADVERTISERS – continued

Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery
WA State Kiwanis Youth Law 

Enforcement Camp
WA State Patrol Troopers 

Spouse Association
Walk MS National MS Society

Warden FFA
Washington State Patrol 
Memorial Foundation

Washington Homicide Investigators Assoc.
Washington Refuse & Recycling Association

Washington State Chaplain Foundation
Washington State Patrol – MECTF
Washington Wolfpak 12u Fastpitch

Washington Youth Rugby, 
dba Shelton Rugby

Wenatchee Food Bank
Wenatchee Football Club

Wenatchee Jr. Hockey
Wilkeson Elementary PTA

World Strides
WSCFF Burn Foundation

WSP Memorial Foundation
WSP Missing Exploited Children Task Force

WSP Spouses Association
Zillah Booster Club

Organizations Benefiting From The Advertisers Support – continued

ScholarShip recipientS for 2016

Delaney Atkinson Central Washington University

Robert Wood University of Washington

Kennedy Tri Boise State University

Kassandra Kessler Paroba College

Sarah Wier Central Washington University

Talia Weaver Northwest Nazarene University

Alexis Nordman Washington State University

Taylor Eaton Lower Columbia College

Emily Fletcher Olympic College

ScholarShip recipientS for 2017

Bidot, Anna Full Sail University

Felice, Ashley Western Washington University

Genoway, Mackenzee Washington State University

Hefton, Amanda Gonzaga University

McArthur, Hannah Washington State University

McGill, Hailey Seattle University

Moore Audrey, Wenatchee Valley College

Ramsay, Kelsey Cascadia College

Ryan, Jake DigiPen Institute of Technology

Wood, Robert University of WA-Tacoma

ScholarShip recipientS for 2018

Carroll, Emily Eastern Washington University

Fletcher, Emily Brigham Young University-Idaho

Genoway, Taylor Grand Canyon University

Hefton, Amanda Gonzaga University

Hoggatt, Aaron University of Providence (Great Falls, MT)

Hovinghoff, Dean Brigham Young University-Idaho

Kinder, Josey Eastern Washington University

McArthur, Hannah Washington State University

McGill, Hailey Seattle University

McKorkle, Franklin Western Washington University

Moore, Audrey St. Norbert College

Morrison, Claire Eastern Washington University

Nelson, Alex Washington State University

Ramsay, Kelsey University of Washington – Bothell

Ross, Justin Emory University

Skinner, Sofia Spokane Community College

Smith, Kayla Eastern Washington University

Tri, Kennedy Boise State University

Unruh, Madison Big Bend Community College

ScholarShip recipientS for 2019

Green, Jordan  Western Washington University

Kinder, Colton  Eastern Washington University

Kinder, Josey  Eastern Washington University

Marken, Allison  Washington State University

McArthur, Ashley  University of Idaho

McArthur, Hannah  Washington State University

Morrison, Claire  Eastern Washington University

Pigmon, Meghan  Boise State University

Walker, Cassondra  Spokane Community College

Wilkes, Whitney  Brigham Young University – Idaho

Green, Jacob  Olympic College

Gordon, Jack  Arizona State University

McBridge, Samantha  Brigham Young University

Moore, Audrey  Central Washington University

Ramsay, Kelsey  University of Washington – Bothell
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Awards and Honors
This page is a tribute to the men and women of the 

Washington State Patrol who have gone above and beyond 
the call of duty by selflessly placing the safety of others 
ahead of their own.

The Award of Honor is the highest award presented, 
recognizing an outstanding act of valor where employees 
perform a hazardous act at extraordinary risk to their lives.

The Medal of Courage is the second highest award 
presented to an enforcement member who, while perform-
ing in the line of duty, is confronted with or involved 
in an extremely hazardous event in order to accomplish 
a legitimate police objective.

Award of Honor
trooper Brent Dell – August 8, 1999, for heroic actions 
in attempting to rescue a 14-year-old drowning victim.

Mr. Matthew Scott – October, 1997, for risking his 
safety in the water to rescue an accident victim.

trooper Maurice M. GooDall – May 29, 1995, for 
heroic actions in effecting the rescue of a 12-year-old 
drowning victim.

trooper Daniel r. tinDall – June 25, 1993, for 
actions on the Evergreen Point Floating Bridge where a 
Department of Transportation employee had been shot 
at and others threatened.

SerGeant ronalD J. o’Gwin – April 13, 1983, for 
apprehension of a prisoner and release of a hostage in 
an armed confrontation while under fire.

trooper richarD B. hawley – April 13, 1983, for 
apprehension of a prisoner and release of a hostage in 
an armed confrontation while under fire.
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trooper Michael J. MoviuS – April 13, 1983, for appre-
hension of a prisoner and release of a hostage in an armed 
confrontation while under fire.

trooper williaM w. Mccunn – January 16, 1977, for 
rescuing four members of a family from the Wenatchee 
River.

trooper John t. MulDer – August 2, 1976, for rescuing 
an elderly man from the Chehalis River.

Medal of Courage
trooper elliott r. GeorGe – August 2002, in rec-
ognition of his life-saving efforts to rescue a collision 
victim from a burning vehicle without regard for his 
own personal safety.

trooper JaSon M. linn – February 1999, for courageous 
actions after being shot by an armed aggressor.

lieutenant Steven t. Jewell; SerGeant GreGory e. 
Miller; trooperS Bryant Blake; Darin f. Deruwe; 
Mark a. haaS; JoSeph a. MaJ; Michael S. Murphy; 
h. lee SleMp; richarD a. taylor; anD wayne e. 

turner  – May 1998, for courage, resolve, and restraint 
exercised in the face of overwhelming force during the 
Washington State University riot on May 3, 1998.

trooperS DaviD r. clifton anD Dawn M. noetzel – 
August 1998, for heroic actions and risk to personal 
safety while assisting in the apprehension of an armed, 
combative suspect on December 20, 1997.

trooper charleS p. leBlanc – November 15, 1996, for 
efforts to safely apprehend a fleeing subject, who during 
the arrest process, attempted to take Trooper LeBlanc’s 
life, which required Trooper LeBlanc to respond with 
appropriate lethal force in self-defense.

SerGeant williaM B. GarDiner – January 27, 1996, for 
performance in the line of duty during a life-threatening 
confrontation with an armed suspect.

trooper kent h. hitchinGS – August 1994, for coura-
geous actions during an incident with an armed, unstable 
aggressor.

trooper Gary J. turick – 1987, for heroic actions in the 
line of duty and risk to personal safety while apprehending 
a dangerous armed suspect on SR 503. n



32  •  THE WASHINGTON TROOPER

01ad14COLOR



THE WASHINGTON TROOPER  •  33

02ad14COLOR



34  •  THE WASHINGTON TROOPER

MKs_ad4



THE WASHINGTON TROOPER  •  35

 We Will  
Never Forget

Vernon Fortin
September 30, 1923

Trooper Vernon Fortin died on September 30, 1923, at the age of 25. Trooper Fortin was injured 
when his motorcycle collided with another patrolman’s motorcycle while they were en route to the 
Lynden fair for traffic duty. Trooper Fortin died five days later from his injuries. At the time of his 
death, Trooper Fortin served 18 months with the Washington State Patrol.

Irving Thorsvig
October 26, 1926

Trooper Irving Thorsvig was westbound on his motorcycle on August 29, 1926, on the old Bothell-
Seattle highway when he slipped on the brick surface. A handle bar struck him in the chest. At first, 
it was believed to be a minor chest injury, then perhaps a bruised lung. It developed into a serious 
lung problem. His mother took him to Los Angeles, but he died October 26, 1926, before reaching 
a sanitarium. Trooper Irving had served nine months with the Washington State Patrol.

Conrad Tolson
March 24, 1929

Trooper Conrad Tolson died on March 24, 1929, at the age of 39. He died from injuries sustained the 
previous day in a collision between his motorcycle and an oncoming automobile on the Seattle-Tacoma 
highway near the Pierce-King County line. Trooper Tolson was southbound on the Seattle-Tacoma 
highway when an oncoming car veered into his lane. Trooper Tolson’s motorcycle and sidecar col-
lided with the oncoming vehicle.

Douglas Cossman
October 9, 1929

Trooper H. Douglas Cossman died on October 9, 1929, at the age of 28. He died from injuries he 
received in a collision with an automobile and his motorcycle at 46th & Park Avenue in Tacoma. 
At the time of his death, Trooper Cossman had served only two months with the Washington State 
Patrol as a trooper.
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We Will Never Forget
William Pautzke
May 8, 1930

Trooper William Pautzke died on May 8, 1930, at the age of 28. He died from injuries when he ran 
his motorcycle into the side of a gravel truck in the Burien area of Seattle en route to an investiga-
tion. At the time of his death, Trooper Pautzke served four years with the Washington State Patrol.

Captain Loren (Bud) Ray
December 16, 1934

Captain Loren Ray died on December 16, 1934, at the age of 34. Captain Ray died from injuries 
sustained in a fall at the County/City building in Seattle. At the time of his death, Captain Ray served 
six years with the Washington State Patrol.

Allen Ludden
March 15, 1938

Trooper Allen Ludden died on March 15, 1938, at the age of 37. He was fatally injured when he lost 
control of his motorcycle south of the Seattle city limits at a weigh station on the Seattle-Tacoma 
highway. At the time of his death, Trooper Ludden had served 18 months with the Washington State 
Patrol.

John Gulden
December 23, 1942

Trooper John Gulden died on December 23, 1942, at the age of 43. Trooper Gulden was shot as he 
approached a vehicle he stopped for driving without headlights. (He was unaware the vehicle had two 
teenage suspects inside wanted for robbery and car theft.) At the time of his death, Trooper Gulden 
served 13 years with the Washington State Patrol.

Thomas Hanlin
May 26, 1945

Trooper Thomas Hanlin died on May 26, 1945, at the age of 38. He died from injuries sustained 18 
months after flipping his paddy wagon on the Mount Baker Highway near Deming. His injuries at 
first were considered minor bruises. Later diagnosis revealed head injury.
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We Will Never Forget
Paul Johnson
December 12, 1949

Trooper Paul Johnson died on December 12, 1949, at the age of 32. Trooper Johnson died of a gunshot 
wound to the head after responding to a neighborhood disturbance near Snoqualmie. At the time of 
his death, Trooper Johnson served three years with the Washington State Patrol.

Ivan Belka
August 18, 1951

Trooper Ivan Belka died on August 18, 1951, at the age of 38. A vehicle failed to yield to Trooper 
Belka’s paddy wagon. He died from injuries as a result of this collision which occurred in Spokane. 
At the time of his death, Trooper Belka served 8 1⁄2 years with the Washington State Patrol.

Don Campbell
December 21, 1951

Trooper Don Campbell Jr. died on December 21, 1951, at the age of 28. Trooper Campbell was struck 
by a truck while directing traffic around a stalled truck on Pacific Highway near Vancouver. At the 
time of his death, Trooper Campbell served six years with the Washington State Patrol.

John Wright
June 28, 1953

Trooper John Wright was commissioned September 10, 1951, in the 16th cadet class. He was assigned 
to the Spokane Valley detachment. Wright died June 28, 1953, of injuries after he was struck by a 
hit-and-run driver on East Sprague Avenue at Barker Road in Greenacres, east of Spokane. He was 
28 years old.

Gene Bolstad
September 3, 1957

Trooper Gene Bolstad died on September 3, 1957, at the age of 29 attempting to rescue a teenage 
boy in the surf at Long Beach. Both were caught in an undertow. At the time of his death, Trooper 
Bolstad had served 2 1⁄2 years with the Washington State Patrol.
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We Will Never Forget
Ernest Eichhorn
September 16, 1958

Trooper Ernest Eichhorn died on September 16, 1958, at the age of 33. He was killed by a drunk 
driver while directing traffic in front of the Puyallup Fairgrounds during the Western Washington 
Fair. At the time of his death, Trooper Eichhorn had served twelve years with the Washington State 
Patrol as a trooper.

Wes Whittenberg
December 29, 1960

Trooper Wesley Whittenberg died on December 29, 1960, at the age of 29. He was struck by a car 
while investigating an accident on the Stillaguamish River Bridge on U.S. 99 north of Marysville. At 
the time of his death, Trooper Whittenberg had served 10 years with the Washington State Patrol 
as a trooper.

Clarence Johnson
September 8, 1968

Trooper Clarence Johnson died on September 8, 1968, at the age of 26. He was killed when he was 
hit head-on by a pickup that crossed the center line on a curve between Fall City and Carnation. 
At the time of his death, Trooper Johnson had served 18 months with the Washington State Patrol.

Frank Noble
February 5, 1972

Trooper Frank Noble died on February 5, 1972, at the age of 42. He was shot during a traffic stop 
near Toppenish by a furloughed convict who earlier had robbed a convenience store. At the time of 
his death, Trooper Noble had served 14 years with the Washington State Patrol.

Joseph Modlin
August 15, 1974

Weight Control Officer Joseph Modlin died on August 15, 1974, at the age of 60. He was killed when 
he was struck By a logging truck trailer while walking toward a second truck at the Home Valley 
weigh station on Highway 14, seven miles east of Stevenson. At the time of his death, Officer Modlin 
had served six years with the Washington State Patrol.
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We Will Never Forget
Thomas Hendrickson
November 17, 1974

Trooper Thomas Hendrickson died on November 17, 1974, at the age of 31. Trooper Hendrickson 
was struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver while investigating a traffic accident on State Route 20 
in Mount Vernon. At the time of his death, Trooper Hendrickson had served almost four years with 
the Washington State Patrol.

Glenda Thomas
May 24, 1985

Trooper Glenda Thomas died on May 24, 1985, at the age of 29. She was killed while investigating 
a multivehicle collision on the north Seattle freeway. Trooper Thomas was standing between two 
vehicles at the collision scene when another car rear-ended one of the vehicles involved in the earlier 
collision, pinning her between two automobiles. At the time of her death, Trooper Thomas had served 
only six months with the Washington State Patrol as a trooper.

James Gain
March 2, 1987

Trooper James Gain died on March 2, 1987, at the age of 42. He was struck by a semi-truck along 
Interstate 5 seven miles north of Vancouver while conducting a traffic stop. At the time of his death, 
Trooper Gain had served 19 years with the Washington State Patrol.

Clifford Hansell
July 22, 1987

Trooper Clifford Hansell was killed July 22, 1987, at the age of 25. His patrol car collided broadside 
with the front of a semi-truck on North Central Avenue in downtown Kent as he swerved while 
responding to a collision scene. At the time of his death, Trooper Hansell had served 17 months with 
the Washington State Patrol.

Raymond Hawn
January 17, 1990

Trooper Raymond Hawn died on January 17, 1990, at the age of 47 when he was struck by a vehicle 
while rendering assistance to a motorcyclist who had run out of gas alongside Highway 12 near 
Grandview. At the time of his death, Trooper Hawn served 21 years with the Washington State Patrol.
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We Will Never Forget
Steven Frink
March 22, 1993

Trooper Steven Frink died on March 22, 1993, at the age of 39. Trooper Frink was thrown from his 
motorcycle on an Interstate 90 off-ramp on Mercer Island when an automobile he was pursuing spun 
out of control. Trooper Frink died from his injuries four days after the collision.

James Saunders
October 7, 1999

Trooper James Saunders died on October 7, 1999, at the age of 31 from gunshot wounds while con-
ducting a traffic stop in Pasco. At the time of his death, Trooper Saunders had served 8 1⁄2 years with 
the Washington State Patrol as a trooper.

Tony Radulescu
February 23, 2012

Trooper Tony Radulescu died on February 23, 2012, at the age of 44. Trooper Radulescu was killed 
during a routine traffic stop on SR 16.

Sean O’Connell
May 31, 2013

Trooper Sean O’Connell was killed in the line of duty on May 31, 2013, when his motorcycle was 
stuck by a box truck in Skagit County.

Brent Hanger “Winky”
August 6, 2015

Trooper Detective Brent Hanger “Winky” began his career with the Washington State Patrol on 
July 9, 1998, On August 1, 2007, Brent joined the Northwest Regional Drug Task Force as a Trooper 
Detective assigned to Bellingham. Trooper Detective Brent Hanger died in the line of duty on August 
6, 2015, when he suffered a heart attack while on duty in Yakima County during a marijuana ERAD 
mission. At the time of his death Trooper Detective Brent Hanger had served over 17 years with the 
Washington State Patrol.
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We Will Never Forget
Justin R. Schaffer
March 24, 2020

Trooper Justin R. Schaffer, Badge #646, was killed in the line of duty on March 24, 2020, at the age 
of 28, after serving seven years with the Washington State Patrol. Trooper Schaffer was intention-
ally struck by a vehicle that was attempting to elude the police and troopers. Trooper Schaffer was 
deploying spike strips, at the time, down on Interstate 5 in Chehalis when he was hit.
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Community Outreach In Schools
By Trooper Brenda Brandt

T oday was a very special day for 6, 2nd grade classes 
at Amistad Elementary in Kennewick Washington. 

They had the privilege and honor to have Trooper Brandt 
and Trooper Litchfield read Officer Buckle and Gloria to 
over 160 kids. This week the students are learning about 
safety and following the rules and if we don’t follow the 
rules there may be some consequences. After reading the 
book the students had the chance to ask questions and 
learn about what a Trooper does and how they help us.

I have never seen so many kids so excited and so will-
ing to participate in the conversation. After Trooper 
Brandt and Trooper Litchfield were done many students 
came up to me and congratulated me on knowing some 
amazing gentlemen. Many of our students now have 
told me, I want to be a Washington State Trooper when 
I grow up. Thank you again to the Troopers for taking 
time out of their day to help our students. n

continued on 47
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH IN SCHOOLS – continued

continued on 49
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH IN SCHOOLS – continued
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Hockey Team
By Trooper Chris Thorson

I wanted to thank the Washington State Patrol 
Trooper’s Association for their support for my sons 

12 U hockey team based out of Tri-Cities. Your financial 
support helps us travel and enter tournaments through-
out the entire Pacific Northwest. Each tournament cost 
approximately $1,000 dollars and that does not include 
any of the parent’s money that goes towards gas, food, 
lodging and other expenses.

So far this year we have a traveled to Missoula 

Montana, Coeur d’Alene, Boise and Lewiston Idaho, 
Portland Oregon and soon Bend. We took home first 
place in Missoula!!

This team is a group of 15 kids between the ages of 10 
to 12-years-old. We are considered a Rep. B travel team 
in our organization. The head coach is Toby Greer and 
assistant coach Russell Del Gesso.

Thank you again for your support!! n
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District 4 Troopers Honor 
Lincoln County Deputy

D avenport — The WSP Spokane Motors Detachment 
along with motor officers from the City of Spokane, 

and the Spokane County Sheriff’s Office, helped escort 
the remains of Lincoln County Sheriff’s Sergeant Mike 
Stauffer. Sgt. Stauffer passed away suddenly on April 
20, 2020. The motorcade traveled from Davenport along 
Hwy 2 to funeral home in north Spokane. Along the 
route, citizens of Lincoln County lined the streets to pay 
their respects as the detail passed by.

On July 11, 2020, motor officers again gathered at 
Northern Quest Casino in Airway Heights and escort-
ed Sgt. Stauffer, his friends, and his family back to 
Davenport after funeral services concluded. It was an 
honor to participate in this unfortunate event, may we 
never forget the service and commitment Sgt. Stauffer 
gave to the citizens of Lincoln County and the State of 
Washington. n
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Drug Recognition Experts Are Being 
Used In Mental Health Evaluations

By Trooper Robert LaMay #1034

T he Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) programs has 
been around since the 1980’s. It originated from 

the Los Angeles Police Department. Los Angeles Police 
Department officers Sergeant Richard Studdard (retired) 
and Detective Len Leeds (deceased) were instrumental 
in the development and qualification of the program. 
The DRE evaluation was a huge change in how officers 
looked at impairment.

Over the years the Drug Recognition Program has 
continued to use the standards used by these trend setting 
officers. The program has been recognized and is 
accepted in courtrooms across the country.

A couple of years ago Washington 
State mandated that all officers need-
ed to advance their knowledge on 
mental health and de-escalation. 
I was scheduled to attend an 8hr 
course in Moses Lake. The class 
was taught by a Mental Health 
professional from King County. 
During our training we were shown videos 
of people having Mental Health episodes. We were 
then asked to pick a possible disorder. During these 
videos I was surprised at how many looked like impaired 
people we deal with on a regular basis.

I asked the instructor if she knew what the neuro-
logicals were on the people, pupil size, pulse rate, etc. 
I remember her looking at me with a confused look and 
saying, no one has ever asked that before. We later had 
a conversation on what a DRE does. That conversation 
got me thinking about what we are missing. Since then 
I have taken multiple hours of metal health training and 
have crossed trained in the Mental Health Community, 
asking the same questions.

Over the years officers have looked at people and either 
said, “They are nuts” or “They are high,” but how do you 

tell between the two? This got me researching Mental 
Health Disorders and more details into Impairment as 
well as the combination of the two. Things we don’t often 
hear are “Therapeutic on Illicit drugs.” This is like the 
“.20 drunk” who needs his alcohol to just get up in the 
morning. Any substance can take the place of alcohol; 
Heroin, Methamphetamines, Coffee, energy drinks, 
tobacco, shopping, just to name a few.

Mental health can affect all of us and should be taken 
seriously but how can you tell if the motorist is men-

tal or high? Using the 12-step process of the 
DRE program sets the base line. We treat 

what we see and try to answer that. You 
smell alcohol you assume they have 

been drinking alcohol right? You see 
Nystagmus and no odor then you 
assume they are on a drug right?

Using the DRE process is the 
same. A DRE will walk through 
their 12 steps and reach a conclu-

sion of seven drug categories or two other 
options, not impaired or medical rule out.

Medical rule out is where we, DRE’s, can change 
things up. Mental Health Professionals use a reference 
book called the Diagnostic and Statistical Manuel (DSM-
5). This book out lines Mental Health categories and 
indicators of the disorders. Mental Health Professionals 
will also evaluate the person with several pages of ques-
tion asking lifestyle, family history, etc. This evaluation is 
after a medical screen from a medical doctor. The inter-
esting thing is that a drug screen is not always done. If 
the person does not want one then they don’t have to do 
one, or if the history shows a certain mental health dis-
order, then Mental Health Professionals assume it’s the 
same disorder. Medical evaluations do not interpret 

continued on 63
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DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERTS ARE BEING USED IN MENTAL HEALTH EVALUATIONS – continued

impairment just overall medical condition of the patients, 
enter the DRE.

The DRE has a very high accuracy rate. Most 
DRE’s have a 95% or greater accuracy rate when deter-
mining a drug category. Pairing the DRE’s finding with 
the mental evaluation gives the Mental Health Provider 
a better picture of the patient. This in turn gives the DRE 
more advanced knowledge in the Mental Health field and 
better understanding of the roadside impaired person.

How this works in the field is a different approach 
to patient care as well as prosecution. The object is to 
curb the reoccurring offender. Presently we deal with 
a “medical rule out” not impaired see you later. This 
is not an acceptable result and puts the person right 
back on the street so another officer can deal with them. 
Yakima County has a diversional prosecution program 
that has been successful. Pairing the DRE with Mental 
Health Professionals gives the court system options. 
I was recently asked to speak with Yakima County 
Commissioners on behalf of the Yakima County Court 
System. The Yakima Court System was very interested in 

the DRE / Mental Health approach and wanted to present 
this to the County Commissioners for future funding. 
The work has also reached national programs such as 
NHTSA and National DEC programs. I have presented 
to medical staff as well and Mental Health training such 
as Crisis Intervention Training (CIT). I have also includ-
ed this training in school presentations when looking 
at problem students. As well ambulance staff in their 
preliminary evaluations.

Traditionally we DRE’s were encouraged to stay in 
our lane. Looking at how police work has evolved we 
as DRE’s also must evolve. The Washington State Drug 
Recognition Program is leading this evolution with 
“thinking outside the box” Just like Sergeant Studdard 
and Detective Leeds we are setting a new course in how 
we operate for the better of the community.

Further questions or training contact:
Trooper Robert LaMay #1034 
Robert.LaMay@wsp.wa.gov n
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Community Outreach With Zaiden
By Michael Faulk #272

R ecently some Troops from the Colville detachment 
had a chance to meet an extraordinary young man 

who came to their attention from Lynn Drake, a friend 
of the Patrol and retired WSTC employee. Her nephew 
Zaiden, is 7-years-old and an absolute fan of law enforce-
ment. He loves donning his uniform, “going on patrol” in 
his neighborhood in his powered police car, and watch-
ing “Cops” on TV. His two main goals in life are to be 
a cop, and to drive a Lamborghini.

Zaiden was recently diagnosed with a terminal 
genetic disorder and has undergone surgery to correct 
a hip abnormality. He spent eight weeks in a body cast 
after reconstructive surgery. Despite all this, Zaiden is 
still passionate about becoming a police officer. So, the 
detachment decided to help him along and set up a visit, 

where he could check out a real patrol car, hang out 
with some Troopers, and get a “new vehicle issue” (we 
all love that, right?).

There couldn’t be a kid more stoked than Zaiden 
when he was presented with his new patrol car, an elec-
tric powered Ford Explorer with real lights, siren, PA 
system, Bluetooth — the works. His first mission was 
to catch a burglar who “had a rifle and was driving 
a Lamborghini.”

continued on 69

Zadien in overalls. Zaiden in his new patrol car.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH WITH ZAIDEN – continued

Zaiden has an outstanding positive outlook and hilari-
ous sense of humor. It’s encouraging to know there are 
still kids out there like him who think the police are 

heroes and want to grow up and become one. We were 
privileged to make a new friend in Zaiden and he made 
us that more proud to wear the badge of a Trooper. n

Zaiden hanging out with some troopers.
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Thank You Notes!



74  •  THE WASHINGTON TROOPER

02ad3COLOR



THE WASHINGTON TROOPER  •  75

THANK YOU NOTES! – continued
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THANK YOU NOTES! – continued
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THANK YOU NOTES! – continued
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THANK YOU NOTES! – continued
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THANK YOU NOTES! – continued
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Blade-Tech WRS Level 2 
Duty Holster with Tac-Light

By Johnny Mabry

H ello, today the Charlie Mike Project shares its review 
of the WRS Level 2 Duty Holster with Tac-Light. 

I have been a long-time user of Blade-Tech and was really 
looking forward to trying out the WRS Level 2 Holster.

The WRS Level 2 Duty Holster 
with Tac-Light is a black thermo-
plastic molded duty holster. The 
one I received was level 2 retention 
with spring-loaded thumb release 
for a Glock-17. It included a drop-
down leg shroud for tactical use and 
included a quick attachment system 
to a duty belt or leg shroud. The hol-
ster retails for $124.99 from Blade-Tech. The price is 
comparable with other tac-holsters on the market.

Like most things Blade-Tech makes, this holster is 
very attractive. It has clean lines; a satin black finish 
and all edges are finished nicely. The WRS has a satin, 
slightly smooth finish that allows a good grip when don-
ning and doffing the holster. The holster material is light 
weight, while being structurally strong and does not 

feel flimsy. The edges are finished and matched nicely 
with no rough edges. The thumb release is firm with 
a crisp fast release. I like this thumb break! It is fast, 
very fast and locking the weapon in simply requires 

rotating the hood back in place. The 
Thermoplastic is very durable and 
resists rough wear, scratches, the 
environment and chemicals easily. 
It was easily cleaned with water, dish 
soap and a rag.

I found the WRS holster to be 
comfortable, even on long days at 
the range and on duty. The adjust-

ment system was easy and fast. The leg shroud was some-
what rigid and would benefit from molding or shaping 
to better fit the leg. The straps were not as strong as 
I expected but were adequate for the occasional user.

The draw and re-holster were easy. The thumb release 
was easy to operate and very quick. The WRS is much 
faster than the traditional releases used by other man-
ufacturers (i.e. press down and rotate forward). The 

WRS system is intuitive and 
quick. Locking the weapon in the 
holster was easy. This is where 
I began to notice a problem. 
I will explain more below (see 
Retention).

The WRS holster is user 
friendly when adjusting the ten-
sion and position on your leg. 
WRS was easy to adjust and put 
on. Once positioned correctly the 
draw is natural. The included leg 
shroud was too ridged and did 
not conform to the shape of the 

continued on 89
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BLADE-TECH WRS LEVEL 2 DUTY HOLSTER WITH TAC-LIGHT – continued

leg. Adjusting the retention of the holster was causing 
another issue. I will explain more below (see Retention).

Retention on the WRS is a molded adjustable pressure 
system that holds the light with an additional thumb 
release strap. Tension is adjustable by two tensioning 
screw located near the light and trigger guard. Tension 
adjustment was adequate and allowed for varying degrees 
of retention. However, retention was only on the light 
and not on the weapon. There is no actual retention on 
the weapon. This allowed the pistol to rock forward 
in the holster if the tension was not tight enough. If 
the tension was set tight enough to prevent rocking, the 
weapon became difficult to draw and holster and caused 
problems with the WRS mechanism releasing.

If the tension is set tight enough to prevent rocking, 
the WRS system lags. I found that I had almost a three 
second delay on some draws. That is a serious officer 
safety concern! If I pressed the weapon down impracti-
cally hard when holstering and drawing the lag decreased 
but did not go away. The problem was caused by the 
tension on the light preventing me from holstering the 
weapon all the way into the holster. I could not find 
a happy medium that allowed for a good seat of the 
weapon and prevented the thumb break lag.

Another problem I found was that you simply cannot 
holster your weapon without the light on it. If you try the 
weapon will simply flop around and fall out. When I first 
received the holster and noticed this problem I thought 

that Blade-Tech had accidently sent me the 
wrong holster. I had received the holster for 
the Glock-17, but my Glock-21 fit perfectly. 
I spoke with my contact at Blade-Tech and 
was told I had received the correct holster 
and that the WRS is designed not to touch 
the weapon.

Officer Safety and Agency policy:
My agency police preclude using this hol-

ster. Retention must be on the weapon system 
and not only on an accessory attached to 
the weapon. Blade-Tech has added a reten-
tion strap and made this a “level 2" holster. 
Check your agency police if you are using 
this holster.

The thumb break over the weapon would 
lag and stall after the thumb release was 
pressed. No upward pressure was being 

applied to the weapon. The weapon itself was not being 
toughed at all. This happened several times and will 
cause a safety issue.

Overall the WRS was light and comfortable. The 
leg shroud sits on the thigh but is very rigid and does 
not flex easily. The straps feel flimsy and do not have 
enough heft to pull the shroud snuggly around the leg. 
The holster material and finish are top notch and of 
a quality expected from Blade-Tech. As a longtime user 
of Blade-Tech products, I am pleased with the perfor-
mance of the Eclipse OWB despite some issues and 
agency police limitations.

Honestly, unless Blade-Tech makes some serious 
design changes to the WRS, I would not recommend 
the WRS Level 2 Duty Holster with Tac-light to officers.

The retention system causes too many safety concerns 
for me. And if my light breaks or comes off for some 
reason I cannot holster my pistol. If that happens, I now 
have a useless brick on my hip and no place to holster 
my weapon.

I would recommend this holster to the casual and 
sports user but not for LE or Military applications.

I sent my suggestions and concerns to the Blade-Tech, 
but I have not seen a change in the WRS Level 2 Duty 
Holster with Tac-light.

If you like the WRS Level 2 check out my other 
reviews. Don’t forget to Visit Blade-Tech online at 
www.blade-tech.com. n
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P & J Machining, Inc�  �������������������������������������������������������  IFC

Andrew L� Pocock, DDS  ���������������������������������������������������  100

Points Tire & Auto Service  �������������������������������������������������  51

Port Madison Wood Floors  ����������������������������������������������� 112

Port Orchard Plumbing, Inc�  ����������������������������������������������  55

Precision Paving Plus  �������������������������������������������������������� 113

P�R� Worth, Inc�  ������������������������������������������������������������������  55

Pure Country Pork  ������������������������������������������������������������ 113

Q
Quality Paving, Inc�  ����������������������������������������������������������� 113

R
Rainier Auto Glass  �������������������������������������������������������������  59

Rainshield Inc�  ��������������������������������������������������������������������  65

Rairdon’s Honda of Sumner  ���������������������������������������������  126

Randy M� Multack, CPA  ���������������������������������������������������� 114

Redtail  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 114

Ride Motorsports  ���������������������������������������������������������������  46

Right Way Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, Inc�  ������� 114

Round Table Pizza  ��������������������������������������������������������������  59

Roy’s Ace Hardware  ���������������������������������������������������������� 114

R�V� Craig Construction  ���������������������������������������������������� 113

S
Sandpoint Construction Group, LLC  �������������������������������� 115

S� Branch Construction, LLC  ��������������������������������������������  126

SCS Contracting, Inc�  ������������������������������������������������������� 115

Seegurt Crushing, Inc�  �������������������������������������������������������  48

Seidon Construction  ��������������������������������������������������������� 115

Sequim Valley Electric  �������������������������������������������������������  50

Shepherd and Allen, Attorneys at Law  ����������������������������� 116

Sheridan Mini-Mart  ����������������������������������������������������� 65, 116

Simply Thyme Catering  �����������������������������������������������������  71

Skagit Plumbing  ���������������������������������������������������������������� 116

Sloan-Leavitt Insurance Agency  ����������������������������������������  71

Small Mine Development  ��������������������������������������������������  85

South Sound Contractors  ��������������������������������������������������  85

Specialty Mobile Mix  �������������������������������������������������������� 116

S & S Distributors, Inc�  ����������������������������������������������������� 115

State Farm® Insurance, Chris Forespring, agent  ����������������  91

State Mechanical  ���������������������������������������������������������������  54

Stringham Custom Homes  �������������������������������������������������  91

Sunshine Disposal & Recycling®  ����������������������������������������  58

T
2 Loons Distillery  ���������������������������������������������������������������  98

Taylor Heating & AC  ����������������������������������������������������������  93

Terry Massey Plumbing  ����������������������������������������������������� 117

The Cegnar Company  ������������������������������������������������������� 117

The Furnace Store  �������������������������������������������������������������  93

Thermo Tech Northwest, Inc�  ��������������������������������������������  96

The Roof Doctor  ����������������������������������������������������������������  94

The Shrimp Shack of Anacortes  �����������������������������������������  94

The Ugly Dock Warehouse Liquidators  �����������������������������  63

The Window & Door Shoppe  ������������������������������������������  118

The Works General Contracting & Plumbing  ��������������������  19

Thorpe Fruit and Antique Mall  ����������������������������������������  118

Thrifty Scotsman Drive-In  ������������������������������������������������  123

Tiger Construction �����������������������������������������������������������  118

Tommer Construction Company, Inc�  ��������������������������������  62

Tri County Septic & Grease Trap Solutions  ���������������������� 117

Tropics Jewelry & Loan  ����������������������������������������������������  118

T & T Cabinets and Remodeling, LLC  ������������������������������ 117

U
Unitech Services Group  ���������������������������������������������������� 119

Uranns Home Repair  �������������������������������������������������  119, 127

V
Vanport Mechanical & Fire Sprinkler, Inc�  ������������������������ 119

Vokun Construction, LLC  �������������������������������������������������� 119

W
War Pony ��������������������������������������������������������������������������  120

Washington State Labor Council, AFL-CIO  ������������������������  96

Weather Guard Roofing Inc�  ��������������������������������������������  120

Welch Brothers Construction ���������������������������������������������  97

Western States Steel & Fabrication Inc�  ��������������������� 97, 120

Window Tinting  �����������������������������������������������������������������  74
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